
Armchair Travel
Reading Recommendations for Teens

This list is not exhaustive nor completely representative of all of the amazing fiction available for our youth that
explore different places or the ideas of roadtrips and vacations. It is, however, what we hope will be a jumping
off point for our middle and high school students to learn about other worlds beyond their own!

Please note: if a title you are interested in has a wait list, please don’t hesitate to place a hold on it; holds lists
are reviewed to ensure that items will most likely be available to borrow sooner than the wait time estimate
given.

Are We There Yet? By David Levithan - Sixteen-year-old Elijah is completely mellow and his
23-year-old brother Danny is completely not, so it's no wonder they can barely tolerate one
another. So what better way to repair their broken relationship than to trick them into taking a
trip to Italy together? Soon, though, their parents' perfect solution has become Danny and
Elijah's nightmare as they're forced to spend countless hours together. But then Elijah meets
Julia, and soon the brothers aren't together nearly as much. And then Julia meets Danny and
soon all three of them are in a mixed-up, turned-around, never-what-you-expect world of
brothers, Italy, and love.

The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X. R. Pan - Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain
about one thing: When her mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird.Leigh, who is half
Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet her maternal grandparents for the first time.
There, she is determined to find her mother, the bird. In her search, she winds up chasing
after ghosts, uncovering family secrets, and forging a new relationship with her
grandparents. And as she grieves, she must try to reconcile the fact that on the same day
she kissed her best friend and longtime secret crush, Axel, her mother was taking her own
life.

A Cuban Girl's Guide to Tea and Tomorrow by Laura Taylor Namey - For Lila Reyes, a
summer in England was never part of the plan. The plan was 1) take over her abuela's role
as head baker at their panadería, 2) move in with her best friend after graduation, and 3) live
happily ever after with her boyfriend. But then the Trifecta happened, and
everything--including Lila herself--fell apart. Worried about Lila's mental health, her parents
make a new plan for her: Spend three months with family friends in Winchester, England, to
relax and reset. But with the lack of sun, a grumpy inn cook, and a small town lacking Miami
flavor (both in food and otherwise), what would be a dream trip for some feels more like a
nightmare to Lila...until she meets Orion Maxwell. A teashop clerk with troubles of his own,

Orion is determined to help Lila out of her funk, and appoints himself as her personal tour guide. From
Winchester's drama-filled music scene to the sweeping English countryside, it isn't long before Lila is not only
charmed by Orion, but England itself. Soon a new future is beginning to form in Lila's mind--one that would
mean leaving everything she ever planned behind.
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Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram - Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than
Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He's about to take
his first-ever trip to Iran, and it's pretty overwhelming-especially when he's also dealing with
clinical depression, a disapproving dad, and a chronically anemic social life. In Iran, he gets
to know his ailing but still formidable grandfather, his loving grandmother, and the rest of his
mom's family for the first time. And he meets Sohrab, the boy next door who changes
everything. Darius has never had a true friend before, but now he's spending his days with
Sohrab playing soccer, eating rosewater ice cream, and sitting together for hours in their
special place, a rooftop overlooking the Yazdi skyline. Sohrab calls him Darioush-the original

Persian version of his name-and Darius has never felt more like himself than he does now that he's Darioush
to Sohrab. When it's time to go home to America, he'll have to find a way to be Darioush on his own.

Dear Haiti, Love Alaine by Maika Moulite and Maritza Moulite - Alaine Beauparlant has
heard about Haiti all her life...But the stories were always passed down from her dad--and
her mom, when she wasn't too busy with her high-profile newscaster gig. But when Alaine's
life goes a bit sideways, it's time to finally visit Haiti herself. What she learns about Haiti's
proud history as the world's first black republic (with its even prouder people) is one thing,
but what she learns about her own family is another. Suddenly, the secrets Alaine's mom has
been keeping, including a family curse that has spanned generations, can no longer be
avoided. It's a lot to handle, without even mentioning that Alaine is also working for her
aunt's nonprofit, which sends underprivileged kids to school and boasts one annoyingly
charming intern. But if anyone can do it all...it's Alaine.

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez - In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At
home, she is a careful daughter, living within her mother’s narrow expectations, in her
rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive rule of her short-tempered father.
On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and talent. When her team qualifies for
the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to see just how far those talents
can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a North American
university.But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her passion. They
wouldn’t allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their permission to go any farther. And the
boy she once loved is back in town. Since he left, Diego has become an international star,
playing in Italy for the renowned team Juventus. Things aren’t the same as when he left: she

has her own passions and ambitions now. As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face her
secrets and make her way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like her.

I Love You So Mochi by Sarah Kuhn - Kimi Nakamura loves a good fashion statement. She's
obsessed with transforming everyday ephemera into Kimi Originals: bold outfits that make
her and her friends feel like the Ultimate versions of themselves. But her mother
disapproves, and when they get into an explosive fight, Kimi's entire future seems on the
verge of falling apart. So when a surprise letter comes in the mail from Kimi's estranged
grandparents, inviting her to Kyoto for spring break, she seizes the opportunity to get away
from the disaster of her life.When she arrives in Japan, she's met with a culture both familiar
and completely foreign to her. She loses herself in the city's outdoor markets, art
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installations, and cherry blossom festival -- and meets Akira, a cute aspiring med student who moonlights as a
costumed mochi mascot. And what begins as a trip to escape her problems quickly becomes a way for Kimi to
learn more about the mother she left behind, and to figure out where her own heart lies.

In a Perfect World by Trish Doller - Caroline Kelly is excited to be spending her summer
vacation working at the local amusement park with her best friend, exploring weird Ohio with
her boyfriend, and attending soccer camp with the hope she’ll be her team’s captain in the
fall. But when Caroline’s mother is hired to open an eye clinic in Cairo, Egypt, Caroline’s
plans are upended. Caroline is now expected to spend her summer and her senior year in a
foreign country, away from her friends, her home, and everything she’s ever known. With this
move, Caroline predicts she’ll spend her time navigating crowded streets, eating unfamiliar
food, and having terrible bouts of homesickness. But what she finds instead is a culture that
surprises her, a city that astounds her, and a charming, unpredictable boy who challenges

everything she thought she knew about life, love, and privilege.

Just One Day by Gayle Forman - Allyson Healey's life is exactly like her suitcase—packed,
planned, ordered. Then on the last day of her three-week post-graduation European tour,
she meets Willem. A free-spirited, roving actor, Willem is everything she’s not, and when he
invites her to abandon her plans and come to Paris with him, Allyson says yes. This
uncharacteristic decision leads to a day of risk and romance, liberation and intimacy: 24
hours that will transform Allyson’s life.

Loveboat, Taipei by Abigail Hing Wen - And just like that, Ever Wong’s summer takes an
unexpected turn. Gone is Chien Tan, the strict educational program in Taiwan that Ever was
expecting. In its place, she finds Loveboat: a summer-long free-for-all where hookups
abound, adults turn a blind eye, snake-blood sake flows abundantly, and the nightlife runs
nonstop.But not every student is quite what they seem: Ever is working toward becoming a
doctor but nurses a secret passion for dance. Rick Woo is the Yale-bound child prodigy bane
of Ever’s existence whose perfection hides a secret. Boy-crazy, fashion-obsessed Sophie Ha
turns out to have more to her than meets the eye. And under sexy Xavier Yeh’s shell is
buried a shameful truth he’ll never admit. When these students’ lives collide, it’s guaranteed
to be a summer Ever will never forget.

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares - Carmen got the jeans at a thrift
shop. They didn't look all that great; they were worn, dirty, and speckled with bleach. On the
night before she and her friends part for the summer, Carmen decides to toss them. But
Tibby says they're great. She'd love to have them. Lena and Bridget also think they're
fabulous. Lena decides they should all try them on. Whoever they fit best will get them.
Nobody knows why, but the pants fit everyone perfectly. Over a few bags of cheese puffs
they decide to form a sisterhood, and take the vow of The Sisterhood of Traveling Pants.
The next morning, they say good-bye. And now the journey of the pants, and the most
memorable summer of their lives begins.
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Take Me Home Tonight by Morgan Matson - Two girls. One night. Zero phones. Kat and
Stevie—best friends, theater kids, polar opposites—have snuck away from the suburbs to
spend a night in New York City. They have it all planned out. They'll see a play, eat at the
city's hottest restaurant, and have the best. Night. Ever. What could go wrong? They're
barely off the train before they're dealing with destroyed phones, family drama, and
unexpected Pomeranians. Over the next few hours, they'll have to grapple with old flames,
terrible theater, and unhelpful cab drivers. But there are also cute boys to kiss, parties to
crash, dry cleaning to deliver (don't ask), and the world's best museum to explore. Over the
course of a wild night in the city that never sleeps, both Kat and Stevie will get a wake-up
call about their friendship, their choices...and finally discover what they really want for their

future. That is, assuming they can make it to Grand Central before the clock strikes midnight.

Tin heart by Shivaun Plozza - When Marlowe gets a heart transplant and a second chance
at life, all she wants to do is to thank her donor's family. Maybe then she can move on.
Maybe then she'll discover who she is if she's no longer The Dying Girl. But with a little
brother who dresses like every day is Halloween, a vegan warrior for a mother, and an
all-out war with the hot butcher's apprentice next door, Marlowe's life is already pretty
complicated. And her second chance is about to take an unexpected turn…

Where the Rhythm Takes You by Sarah Dass - Seventeen-year-old Reyna has spent most
of her life at the Plumeria, her family's gorgeous seaside resort in Tobago. But what once
seemed like paradise is starting to feel more like purgatory. It's been two years since
Reyna's mother passed away, two years since Aiden--her childhood best friend, first kiss,
first love, first everything--left the island to pursue his music dreams. Reyna's friends are all
planning their futures and heading abroad. Even Daddy seems to want to move on, leaving
her to try to keep the Plumeria running. And that's when Aiden comes roaring back into her
life--as a VIP guest at the resort. Aiden is now one-third of DJ Bacchanal--the latest, hottest
music group on the scene. While Reyna has stayed exactly where he left her, Aiden has
returned to Tobago with his Grammy-nominated band and two gorgeous LA socialites. And

he may (or may not be) dating one of them...
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