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Hispanic American Heritage Month 

Reading Recommendations for Teens 

 

This list is not exhaustive nor completely representative of all of the amazing fiction available for our youth that 

explore themes connected to Hispanic American Heritage Monthl. It is, however, what we hope will be a 

jumping off point for our middle and high school students! 

 

Please note: if a title you are interested in has a wait list, please don’t hesitate to place a hold on it; holds lists 

are reviewed to ensure that items will most likely be available to borrow sooner than the wait time estimate 

given. 

 

Cemetery Boys by Aiden Thomas - Yadriel has summoned a ghost, and now he 

can't get rid of him. 

When his traditional Latinx family has problems accepting his true gender, 

Yadriel becomes determined to prove himself a real brujo. With the help of his 

cousin and best friend Maritza, he performs the ritual himself, and then sets out 

to find the ghost of his murdered cousin and set it free. 

However, the ghost he summons is actually Julian Diaz, the school's resident 

bad boy, and Julian is not about to go quietly into death. He's determined to find 

out what happened and tie off some loose ends before he leaves. Left with no 

choice, Yadriel agrees to help Julian, so that they can both get what they want. 

But the longer Yadriel spends with Julian, the less he wants to let him leave. 

 

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo - Camino Rios lives for the 

summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on 

the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see 

crowds of crying people...In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the 

principal's office, where her mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, 

has died in a plane crash. Separated by distance—and Papi's secrets—the two 

girls are forced to face a new reality in which their father is dead and their lives 

are forever altered. And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of their 

father, they learn of each other. 

 

https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/4839420
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/4839420
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5042772
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5042772
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A Cuban Girl’s Guide to Tea and Tomorrow by Laura Taylor Namey - For Lila 

Reyes, a summer in England was never part of the plan. The plan was 1) take 

over her abuela's role as head baker at their panadería, 2) move in with her 

best friend after graduation, and 3) live happily ever after with her boyfriend. But 

then the Trifecta happened, and everything—including Lila herself—fell apart. 

Worried about Lila's mental health, her parents make a new plan for her: Spend 

three months with family friends in Winchester, England, to relax and reset. But 

with the lack of sun, a grumpy inn cook, and a small town lacking Miami flavor 

(both in food and otherwise), what would be a dream trip for some feels more 

like a nightmare to Lila...until she meets Orion Maxwell. 

 

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez - In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a 

double life. At home, she is a careful daughter, living within her mother’s narrow 

expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive 

rule of her short-tempered father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of 

skill and talent. When her team qualifies for the South American tournament, 

Camila gets the chance to see just how far those talents can take her. In her 

wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a North American 

university. But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her 

passion. They wouldn’t allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their 

permission to go any farther. And the boy she once loved is back in town. 

Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her feelings for him. Things aren’t the same as when he 

left: she has her own passions and ambitions now, and La Furia cannot be 

denied. 

 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros - The House on Mango Street is 

the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in 

Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of 

vignettes-sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous-Sandra Cisneros' 

masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and self-discovery.  

 

https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5772616
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5772616
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5294346
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/5294346
https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=5&cn=1558327
https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=5&cn=1558327
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I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika Sanchez - Perfect Mexican 

daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents' 

house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon 

their family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga's 

role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead 

and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no 

one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems 

to channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. But it's 

not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as 

everyone thought… 

 

 

 

 

 

Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby Rivera - Juliet Milagros Palante is a self-

proclaimed closeted Puerto Rican baby dyke from the Bronx. Only, she's not 

so closeted anymore. Not after coming out to her family the night before flying 

to Portland, Oregon, to intern with her favorite feminist writer—what's sure to 

be a life-changing experience. And when Juliet's coming out crashes and 

burns, she's not sure her mom will ever speak to her again.But Juliet has a 

plan—sort of. Her internship with legendary author Harlowe Brisbane, the 

ultimate authority on feminism, women's bodies, and other gay-sounding stuff, 

is sure to help her figure out this whole "Puerto Rican lesbian" thing. Except 

Harlowe's white. And not from the Bronx. And she definitely doesn't have all 

the answers . . . 

In a summer bursting with queer brown dance parties, a sexy fling with a motorcycling librarian, and 

intense explorations of race and identity, Juliet learns what it means to come out—to the world, to her 

family, to herself. 

 

Labyrinth Lost by Zoraida Cordova - Alex is a bruja, the most powerful witch in a 

generation...and she hates magic.At her Deathday celebration, Alex performs a 

spell to rid herself of her power. But it backfires. Her whole family vanishes into 

thin air, leaving her alone with Nova, a brujo boy she's not sure she can trust, 

but who may be Alex's only chance at saving her family. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=1&cn=1649922
https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=1&cn=1649922
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/4729807
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/4729807
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/2860531
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/media/2860531
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Sanctuary by Paola Mendoza & Abby Sher - It's 2032, and in this near-future 

America, all citizens are chipped and everyone is tracked—from buses to 

grocery stores. It's almost impossible to survive as an undocumented 

immigrant, but that's exactly what sixteen-year-old Vali is doing. She and her 

family have carved out a stable, happy life in small-town Vermont, but when 

Vali's mother's counterfeit chip starts malfunctioning and the Deportation Forces 

raid their town, they are forced to flee. Now on the run, Vali and her family are 

desperately trying to make it to her tía Luna's in California, a sanctuary state 

that is currently being walled off from the rest of the country. But when Vali's 

mother is detained before their journey even really begins, Vali must carry on 

with her younger brother across the country to make it to safety before it's too 

late. 

 

We Set the Dark on Fire by Tehlor Kay Mejia - At the Medio School for Girls, 

distinguished young women are trained for one of two roles in their polarized 

society. Depending on her specialization, a graduate will one day run a 

husband's household or raise his children. Both paths promise a life of comfort 

and luxury, far from the frequent political uprisings of the lower class. Daniela 

Vargas is the school's top student, but her pedigree is a lie. She must keep the 

truth hidden or be sent back to the fringes of society. And school couldn't 

prepare her for the difficult choices she must make after graduation, especially 

when she is asked to spy for a resistance group desperately fighting to bring 

equality to Medio. Will Dani cling to the privilege her parents fought to win for 

her, or will she give up everything she's strived for in pursuit of a free Medio--

and a chance at a forbidden love? 

 

Woven in Moonlight by Isabel Ibanez - Ximena is the decoy Condesa, a stand-

in for the last remaining Illustrian royal. Her people lost everything when the 

usurper, Atoc, used an ancient relic to summon ghosts and drive the Illustrians 

from La Ciudad. Now Ximena's motivated by her insatiable thirst for revenge, 

and her rare ability to spin thread from moonlight. When Atoc demands the real 

Condesa's hand in marriage, it's Ximena's duty to go in her stead. She relishes 

the chance, as Illustrian spies have reported that Atoc's no longer carrying his 

deadly relic. If Ximena can find it, she can return the true aristócrata to their 

rightful place. She hunts for the relic, using her weaving ability to hide 

messages in tapestries for the resistance. But when a masked vigilante, a 

warm-hearted princesa, and a thoughtful healer challenge Ximena, her mission 

becomes more complicated. There could be a way to overthrow the usurper without starting another 

war, but only if Ximena turns her back on revenge—and her Condesa. 

 

 

 

https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/5329036
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/5329036
https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=1&cn=1759565
https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=217.1033.0.0.7&pos=1&cn=1759565
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/4767251
https://ebccls.overdrive.com/library/teens/media/4767251

