
Pride Month
Reading Recommendations for Teens

This list is not exhaustive nor completely representative of all of the amazing fiction and nonfiction available for
our youth featuring LGBTQ+ authors or characters, or touching upon relevant topics of interest. It is, however,
what we hope will be a jumping off point for our middle and high school students, and even adults, to seek out
other titles by and about people of other backgrounds.

Please note: if a title you are interested in has a wait list, please don’t hesitate to place a hold on it; holds lists
are reviewed to ensure that items will most likely be available to borrow sooner than the wait time estimate
given.

All Boys Aren’t Blue by George Johnson
In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M.
Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New Jersey and Virginia.
From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing with
his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves
together the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys.
Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer
men of color,All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity,

brotherhood, family, structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's emotionally frank style of
writing will appeal directly to young adults.

All Out by Saundra Mitchell
Take a journey through time and genres to discover stories where queer teens live, love, and
shape the world around them.
Seventeen young adult authors across the queer spectrum have come together to create a
collection of beautifully written diverse historical fiction for teens.
From a retelling of Little Red Riding Hood set in war-torn 1870s Mexico featuring a
transgender soldier...to two girls falling in love while mourning the death of Kurt Cobain...to
forbidden love in a sixteenth-century Spanish convent...and an asexual girl discovering her

identity amid the 1970s roller-disco scene, All Out tells a diverse range of stories across cultures, time periods,
and identities, shedding light on an area of history often ignored or forgotten.

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Saenz
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual
way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have
nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they
share a special friendship--the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through
this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and
the kind of people they want to be.
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Bloom by Kevin Panetta
Now that high school is over, Ari is dying to move to the big city with his ultra-hip band--if he
can just persuade his dad to let him quit his job at their struggling family bakery. Though he
loved working there as a kid, Ari cannot fathom a life wasting away over rising dough and hot
ovens. But while interviewing candidates for his replacement, Ari meets Hector, an easygoing
guy who loves baking as much as Ari wants to escape it. As they become closer over batches
of bread, love is ready to bloom . . . that is, if Ari doesn't ruin everything.

Boy Meets By by David Levithan
This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a high school like no other: The cheerleaders ride
Harleys, the homecoming queen used to be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers Infinite
Darlene and is also the star quarterback), and the gay-straight alliance was formed to help the
straight kids learn how to dance. When Paul meets Noah, he thinks he’s found the one his
heart is made for. Until he blows it. The school bookie says the odds are 12-to-1 against him
getting Noah back, but Paul’s not giving up without playing his love really loud. His best friend
Joni might be drifting away, his other best friend Tony might be dealing with ultra-religious
parents, and his ex-boyfriend Kyle might not be going away anytime soon, but sometimes
everything needs to fall apart before it can really fit together right.

Camp by L.C. Rosen
Sixteen-year-old Randy Kapplehoff loves spending the summer at Camp Outland, a camp for
queer teens. It's where he met his best friends. It's where he takes to the stage in the big
musical. And it's where he fell for Hudson Aaronson-Lim--who's only into straight-acting guys
and barely knows not-at-all-straight-acting Randy even exists.
This year, however, it's going to be different. Randy has reinvented himself as 'Del'--buff,
masculine, and on the market. Even if it means giving up show tunes, nail polish, and his
unicorn bedsheets, he's determined to get Hudson to fall for him.
But as he and Hudson grow closer, Randy has to ask himself: How much is he willing to

change for love? And is it really love anyway, if Hudson doesn't know who he truly is?

Dreadnought by April Daniels
Danny Tozer has a problem: she just inherited the powers of Dreadnought, the world's
greatest superhero. Until Dreadnought fell out of the sky and died right in front of her, Danny
was trying to keep people from finding out she's transgender. But before he expired,
Dreadnought passed his mantle to her, and those secondhand superpowers transformed
Danny's body into what she's always thought it should be. Now there's no hiding that she's a
girl.
It should be the happiest time of her life, but Danny's first weeks finally living in a body that fits
her are more difficult and complicated than she could have imagined. Between her father's

dangerous obsession with "curing" her girlhood, her best friend suddenly acting like he's entitled to date her,
and her fellow superheroes arguing over her place in their ranks, Danny feels like she's in over her head.
She doesn't have time to adjust. Dreadnought's murderer--a cyborg named Utopia--still haunts the streets of
New Port City, threatening destruction. If Danny can't sort through the confusion of coming out, master her
powers, and stop Utopia in time, humanity faces extinction.
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Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender
Felix Love has never been in love--and, yes, he's painfully aware of the irony. He desperately
wants to know what it's like and why it seems so easy for everyone but him to find someone.
What's worse is that, even though he is proud of his identity, Felix also secretly fears that he's
one marginalization too many--Black, queer, and transgender--to ever get his own
happily-ever-after. When an anonymous student begins sending him transphobic
messages--after publicly posting Felix's deadname alongside images of him before he
transitioned--Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. What he didn't count on: his catfish
scenario landing him in a quasi-love triangle....

Flamer by Mark Curato
I know I'm not gay. Gay boys like other boys. I hate boys. They're mean, and scary, and
they're always destroying something or saying something dumb or both.
I hate that word. Gay. It makes me feel . . . unsafe.
It's the summer between middle school and high school, and Aiden Navarro is away at camp.
Everyone's going through changes--but for Aiden, the stakes feel higher. As he navigates
friendships, deals with bullies, and spends time with Elias (a boy he can't stop thinking about),
he finds himself on a path of self-discovery and acceptance.

Hold My Hand by Michael Barakiva
Alek Khederian thinks about his life B.E. and A.E.: Before Ethan and After Ethan. Before
Ethan, Alek was just an average Armenian-American kid with a mess of curly dark hair,
grades not nearly good enough for his parents, and no idea of who he was or what he wanted.
After he got together with Ethan, Alek was a new man. Stylish. Confident. (And even if he
wasn't quite marching in LGBTQ parades), Gay and Out and Proud. With their 6 month
anniversary coming up, Alek and Ethan want to do something special to celebrate. Like, really
special. Like, the most special thing two people in love can do with one another. But Alek's not
sure he's ready for that. And then he learns something about Ethan that may not just change

their relationship, but end it. Alek can't bear the thought of finding out who he'd be P.E.: Post-Ethan. But he
also can't forgive or forget what Ethan did. Luckily, his best friend Becky and madcap Armenian family are
there to help him figure out whether it's time to just let Ethan go, or reach out and hold his hand.

It’s Not Like It’s a Secret by Misa Sugiura
Sixteen-year-old Sana Kiyohara has too many secrets. Some are small, like how it bothers her
when her friends don't invite her to parties. Some are big, like the fact that her father may be
having an affair. And then there's the one that she can barely even admit to herself--the one
about how she might have a crush on her best friend.
When Sana and her family move to California, she begins to wonder if it's finally time for some
honesty, especially after she meets Jamie Ramirez. Jamie is beautiful and smart and unlike
anyone Sana's ever known.
There are just a few problems: Sana's new friends don't trust Jamie's crowd; Jamie's friends
clearly don't want her around anyway; and a sweet guy named Caleb seems to have

more-than-friendly feelings for her. Meanwhile, her dad's affair is becoming too obvious to ignore.
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Sana always figured that the hardest thing would be to tell people that she wants to date a girl, but as she
quickly learns, telling the truth is easy...what comes after it, though, is a whole lot more complicated.

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera
In the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto to find
happiness again--but he's still gunning for it. With the support of his girlfriend Genevieve and
his overworked mom, he's slowly remembering what that might feel like. But grief and the
smile-shaped scar on his wrist prevent him from forgetting completely.
When Genevieve leaves for a couple of weeks, Aaron spends all his time hanging out with
this new guy, Thomas. Aaron's crew notices, and they're not exactly thrilled. But Aaron can't
deny the happiness Thomas brings or how Thomas makes him feel safe from himself, despite
the tensions their friendship is stirring with his girlfriend and friends. Since Aaron can't stay

away from Thomas or turn off his newfound feelings for him, he considers turning to the Leteo Institute's
revolutionary memory-alteration procedure to straighten himself out, even if it means forgetting who he truly is.
Why does happiness have to be so hard?

None of the Above by I.W. Gregorio
When Kristin Lattimer is voted homecoming queen, it seems like another piece of her ideal life
has fallen into place. She's a champion hurdler with a full scholarship to college and she's
madly in love with her boyfriend. In fact, she's decided that she's ready to take things to the
next level with him.
But Kristin's first time isn't the perfect moment she's planned--something is very wrong. A visit
to the doctor reveals the truth: Kristin is intersex, which means that though she outwardly
looks like a girl, she has male chromosomes, not to mention boy "parts."
Dealing with her body is difficult enough, but when her diagnosis is leaked to the whole
school, Kristin's entire identity is thrown into question. As her world unravels, can she come to

terms with her new self?

A Quick and Easy Guide to They/Them Pronouns by Archie Bongiovanni
Archie, a snarky genderqueer artist, is tired of people not understanding gender neutral
pronouns. Tristan, a cisgender dude, is looking for an easy way to introduce gender neutral
pronouns to his increasingly diverse workplace. The longtime best friends team up in this
short and fun comic guide that explains what pronouns are, why they matter, and how to use
them. They also include what to do if you make a mistake, and some tips-and-tricks for those
who identify outside of the binary to keep themselves safe in this binary-centric world. A
quick and easy resource for people who use they/them pronouns, and people who want to
learn more!
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Radio Silence by Alice Oseman
Frances Janvier spends most of her time studying.
Everyone knows Aled Last as that quiet boy who gets straight As.
You probably think that they are going to fall in love or something. Since he is a boy and she is
a girl.
They don't. They make a podcast.
In a world determined to shut them up, knock them down, and set them on a cookie cutter life
path, Frances and Aled struggle to find their voices over the course of one life-changing year.

Will they have the courage to show everyone who they really are? Or will they be met with radio silence?

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school
musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into
the spotlight. Now change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of his comfort zone
before he's pushed out--without alienating his friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a
shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he's never met.

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be had for the right
price--and no one knows that better than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a
chance at a deadly heist that could make him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he can't pull
it off alone...
A convict with a thirst for revenge.
A sharpshooter who can't walk away from a wager.
A runaway with a privileged past.
A spy known as the Wraith.

A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums.
A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes.
Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand between the world
and destruction--if they don't kill each other first.

The Stars and the Blackness Between Them by Junauda Petrus
Port of Spain, Trinidad. Sixteen-year-old Audre is despondent, having just found out she’s
going to be sent to live in America with her father because her strictly religious mother caught
her with her secret girlfriend, the pastor’s daughter.
Minneapolis, USA. Sixteen-year-old Mabel is lying on her bed, staring at the ceiling and trying
to figure out why she feels the way she feels–about her ex Terrell, about her girl Jada and that
moment they had in the woods, and about the vague feeling of illness that’s plagued her all
summer. Mabel’s reverie is cut short when her father announces that his best friend and his

just-arrived-from-Trinidad daughter are coming for dinner.
Mabel quickly falls hard for Audre and is determined to take care of her as she tries to navigate an American
high school. But their romance takes a turn when test results reveal exactly why Mabel has been feeling
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low-key sick all summer and suddenly it’s Audre who is caring for Mabel as she faces a deeply uncertain
future.

Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid. Some days
Riley identifies as a boy, and others as a girl. But Riley isn't exactly out yet. And between
starting a new school and having a congressman father running for reelection in
über-conservative Orange County, the pressure--media and otherwise--is building up in
Riley's life.
On the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous blog to vent those pent-up feelings
and tell the truth of what it's really like to be a gender fluid teenager. But just as Riley's starting
to settle in at school--even developing feelings for a mysterious outcast--the blog goes viral,
and an unnamed commenter discovers Riley's real identity, threatening exposure. And Riley

must make a choice: walk away from what the blog has created--a lifeline, new friends, a cause to believe
in--or stand up, come out, and risk everything.

The Times I Knew I Was Gay by Eleanor Crewes
Ellie always had questions about who she was and how she fit in. As a girl, she wore black,
obsessed over Willow in Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and found dating boys much more
confusing than many of her friends did. As she grew older, so did her fears and a deep sense
of unbelonging. From her first communion to her first girlfriend via a swathe of self-denial,
awkward encounters, and everyday courage, Ellie tells her story through gorgeous
illustrations--a fresh and funny self-portrait of a young woman becoming herself.

You Should See Me in a Crown by Leah Johnson
Liz Lighty has always believed she's too black, too poor, too awkward to shine in her small,
rich, prom-obsessed midwestern town. But it's okay -- Liz has a plan that will get her out of
Campbell, Indiana, forever: attend the uber-elite Pennington College, play in their
world-famous orchestra, and become a doctor.But when the financial aid she was counting on
unexpectedly falls through, Liz's plans come crashing down . . . until she's reminded of her
school's scholarship for prom king and queen. There's nothing Liz wants to do less than
endure a gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and humiliating public events, but
despite her devastating fear of the spotlight she's willing to do whatever it takes to get to

Pennington.The only thing that makes it halfway bearable is the new girl in school, Mack. She's smart, funny,
and just as much of an outsider as Liz. But Mack is also in the running for queen. Will falling for the competition
keep Liz from her dreams . . . or make them come true?
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