
 

 

 

 

Minutes Maplewood Memorial Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

January 18, 2016 

 

 At 7:00 p.m., a discussion with Sage and Coombe, Architects began as a quorum was not 

present.  Present were:  Ms. Bostic, Mayor DeLuca, Mr. Huemer [arrived during meeting], Ms. 

Latimer, Dr. McCaffrey [arrived during meeting] and Ms. Purdon.  Also present:  Ms. Lester, 

Director, Laura Nial of the Friends of the Library, Emily Witkowski of the Library staff, and 

Jennifer Sage, Peter Coombe, William Bryant, Skye Beach, and Charlene Chai of Sage and Coombe 

Architects.  

 Sage and Coombe has met with the staff, DPW, the Township Engineer, the Foundation, the 

Friends of the Library, the Memorial Park Conservancy, the Historic Preservation Society, the 

Building Committee, Library Consultant, Leslie Burger, and Vicki Bixel of Semple Bixel to get a 

sense of what needs to be changed, what should not be changed, and what is precious to the Library.   

They will meet with senior, teen, and family patrons on January 25
th

 and with the Township 

Committee on March 2
nd

.  Accessibility, flexibility, additional parking, and the need for more quiet 

rooms were mentioned the most.  The staff talked about work space.  The Conservancy talked about 

how the Library relates to the park.   

 The Library Trustees shared these thoughts:  The Library lacks a “wow” factor when you 

walk in the doors.  There should be a designated area where you can talk without disturbing other 

patrons.  The need for a separate entrance and exit to a meeting room so that meetings can go past 

the 9:00 p.m. closing time.  A recording area for the growing podcast community.  An outdoor 

reading area.  Having a view of the park through the building as you enter.  Having two entrances to 

the building, one from Baker Street and one from the park.  Having a balance between the 

transparency and openness and a sense of intimacy.   

 The Library Trustees are responsible:  To see the building transition go successfully.   To 

keep a good relationship with the Middle School.  To think about different constituencies and 

different age groups and make sure they are served. The Library Trustees have a responsibility to 

the present and the future.  They have to be concerned about the daily operation and also to be 

strategic in what might happen in 5 to 10 years.  What will the community be like?  What will the 

next wave of technology be?  To serve and pull in the growing Haitian population that do not live 

close to the Main Library.   

 Jennifer Sage stated that in thinking about the future, flexibility and accessibility of space 

will accommodate whatever systems are viable in 5 to 10 years.  Technology tends to get smaller.  

Installing extra electrical conduit in the walls is a protection for the future.  There was a discussion 

about the building style in Maplewood and how the municipal buildings are similar.  Jennifer Sage 

stated that they will not offer a design that is going to take over or make a big statement especially 

with respect to the park.  The transition could be a series of delicate moves that opens the building.  

It must be scaled properly.  The plan will be broken down to some things that can be done now and 

some things that can be done later to manage the cost. 

 The discussion ended at 7:55 p.m.  The Library Trustees thanked the architects for meeting 

with them. 
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 The January 18, 2017 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Maplewood Memorial Library 

was called to order by President McCaffrey at 8:00 p.m.  She read:  “Pursuant to Section 3, Chapter 

231, Public Law 1975…adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by posting 

and maintaining the annual notice of regular meetings on the Main Library Bulletin Board, and the 

office of the Municipal Clerk mailing the annual notice of this meeting to the Star Ledger and the 

News Record.” 
 

 1.  Roll Call  

 Present were:  Ms. Bostic, Mayor DeLuca, Mr. Huemer, Ms. Latimer, Dr. McCaffrey, and 

Ms. Purdon.  Ms. Buchanan and Ms. Carter were absent.  Also present:  Ms. Lester, Director, Laura 

Nial of the Friends of the Library, and Emily Witkowski of the Library staff. 

  

 2.  Minutes 

 Mayor DeLuca moved the minutes of the December 21, 2016 meeting, Ms. Purdon 

seconded.  Four of the seven members who attended the December 21, 2016 meeting voted to 

approve the minutes with one correction.  Ms. Bostic and Ms. Latimer abstained as they were not 

present at that meeting. 
 

 Ayes: DeLuca, Huemer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays: None 

 Abstained:  Bostic, Latimer 

  

 3.  Public Comment 

 Laura Nial announced that there are two upcoming book sales in Memorial Hall.  A bag-of-

books sale of all genres will be held on Saturday, January 28
th

 from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  A 

children’s, tweens, and young adult book sale will be held on Saturday, February 4
th

 from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m.  The Friends will start collecting books again on February 18
th

.  She added that the session 

the Friends had with Sage and Coombe went very well and they are appreciative of the opportunity. 

 

 4.  Election of Officers 

 Dr. McCaffrey presented the slate for 2017 officers: 

 

    President – Dr. Katherine McCaffrey 

    Vice President – Ms. Carol Buchanan 

    Treasurer – Mr. David Huemer 

    Secretary – Ms. Deborah Purdon 

 

   Mayor DeLuca moved the slate as presented, Dr. McCaffrey seconded and the motion 

carried. 
 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 
 

 Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Maplewood Memorial Library assembled in 

open public meeting on January 18, 2017, that said Board accepts the slate of officers as presented. 
 

   5.  Report of the Library Director 

 Ms. Lester’s December Report was placed on file.  She added that a Post-Election Parenting 

program will take place on Saturday, February 4
th

 at 3 p.m.  It was organized by Maplewood 

resident Joy Peskin of Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Jane Folger and Emily Witkowski.  Joy Peskin 

http://us.macmillan.com/fsg
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will moderate the program with Monique Bostic, LCSW, Annmarie Maini, the Director of the South 

Orange County Day School and a member of the SOMA school board, and local writer Doreen 

Oliver as panelists.  The program is co-sponsored by the Community Coalition.  On January 19
th  

at 

7 p.m., Donna Shaw, chair of The College of New Jersey’s Department of Journalism and 

Professional Writing, will present a program on fake news.  This was also arranged by Emily 

Witkowski.  The Library’s website is now a secure https website.  In the December Adult Report, 

Barbara Laub reported that a patron wrote her a letter thanking her for proctoring his exam which 

led to his achieving his BA.  The multi-cultural day after the last ESOL session was spectacular.  

All the students and teachers brought in food.  Amanda Eigen applied for and the Library was 

awarded a $10,000 American Dream grant to be used toward future ESOL classes.  The Library 

said goodbye to Ikenna, an incredible Page who will be attending Cornell University as a pre-med 

major.  The Budget Meeting at Town Hall is on January 28
th

 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 6.  Treasurer’s Report 

 The December Treasurer’s Report was placed on file subject to audit.   Mayor DeLuca 

moved to accept the December Treasurer’s report, Mr. Huemer seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

  

 7.  Presentation of Claims 

 Mr. Huemer presented the claims to January 18, 2017.  They totaled $53,365.88.  Mr. 

Huemer moved that the claims be paid.  Mayor DeLuca seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 8.  For Information 

  A.  Ideas Festival 

  Almost all Ideas Festival events are confirmed.  It will start off on Saturday, March 

18
th

 at 2:00 p.m. at The Woodland with Khalil Muhammad and Angela Thomas in conversation. 

  

 9.  For Discussion 

  A.  Twenty-first Century Library Discussion with Sage and Coombe 

  This item was discussed prior to the official start of this meeting. 

 

 10. For Action 

  A.   Resolution to Accept 2015 Audit 

  Mayor DeLuca moved that the Board of Trustees received and reviewed the 2015 

audit.  Dr. McCaffrey seconded and the motion carried 

   

  Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  B.  September 2017 Board Meeting – Change Date to September 13   

  Mr. Huemer moved to change the September meeting date from September 20 to 

September 13 to avoid a conflict with Rosh Hashanah, Dr. McCaffrey seconded and the motion 

carried. 

  Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 
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  Nays:  None 

 

  C.  BCCLS Certification of Agreement for 2017 

  Every year the Library Trustees have to certify that the Library is in compliance with 

the BCCLS bylaws, specifically that the Library Director has a Masters in Library Science and that 

the Town is giving the Library at least a third of a mil.   Mayor DeLuca moved that the Trustees 

acknowledge that the Library is in compliance with the BCCLS bylaws and authorizes the President 

to certify that, Ms. Latimer seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  D.  Resolution to Support Assembly Bill A222 “New Jersey Library Construction  

  Bond Act” 

  Mayor DeLuca moved the resolution to support Assembly Bill A222, Ms. Purdon 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  E.  Resolution to Support Sentate Bill S2171 “New Jersey Library Construction 

Bond 

  Act” 

  Mayor DeLuca moved the resolution to support Senate Bill S2171, Ms. Purdon 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

 11. New Business 

 Mayor DeLuca announced that the Township Committee approved Resolution 3-17 

expressing Maplewood’s commitment to equal, respectful, and dignified treatment of all people 

regardless of immigration status and to remain a welcoming community.  The entire resolution can 

be found here:  Resolution No. 3-17.  The Library does not require proof of citizenship but does 

require proof of residence to issue a library card.  

 Ms. Latimer reported that the school district has hired two librarians.  There will now be a 

librarian in every building. 

 

 12. Public Comment/Open Discussion 

 There was none. 

 

  13. Closed Session – Director Evaluation 

   At 8:45 p.m., Mayor DeLuca moved to go into closed session to discuss a personnel issue.  

Ms. Purdon seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

http://www.twp.maplewood.nj.us/DocumentCenter/View/2520
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 At 9:20 p.m., Mr. Huemer moved to come out of closed session, Ms. Purdon seconded and 

the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

  14.  Adjournment 

  There being no further business, Mayor DeLuca moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m., 

Ms. Purdon seconded and the motion carried. 
 

 Ayes:  Bostic, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

        Deborah Purdon 

        Secretary 


