
 

 

 

Minutes Maplewood Memorial Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

February 15, 2017 

 

 The February 15, 2017 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Maplewood Memorial Library 

was called to order by President McCaffrey at 7:33 p.m.  She read:  “Pursuant to Section 3, Chapter 

231, Public Law 1975…adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by posting 

and maintaining the annual notice of regular meetings on the Main Library Bulletin Board, and the 

office of the Municipal Clerk mailing the annual notice of this meeting to the Star Ledger and the 

News Record.” 
 

 1.  Roll Call  

 Present were: Ms. Bostic, Ms. Buchanan, Ms. Carter, Mayor DeLuca, Mr. Huemer [arrived 

during meeting], Ms. Latimer, Dr. McCaffrey, and Ms. Purdon.   Also present:  Ms. Lester, Director, 

Laura Nial of the Friends of the Library, and Robyn Whalen of the Library staff. 

 

 2.  Minutes 

 Mayor DeLuca moved the minutes of the January 18, 2017 meeting, Ms. Bostic seconded and 

the motion carried with Ms. Buchanan abstaining as she was not present at that meeting.   
 

 Ayes: Bostic, Carter, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays: None 

 Abstained:  Buchanan 

  

 3.  Public Comment 

 Laura Nial reported that The Friends had two very good one-day book sales.  Over fifty bags 

of books were sold at the children’s, tween, and young adult book sale on February 4th.  The Friends 

will start collecting books again on Saturday, February 18th. 

 

   4.  Report of the Library Director 

 Ms. Lester’s January Report was placed on file.  She added that so far, February has been a 

very busy month with a lot of great programs.  On February 4th, there were two programs: Post-

Election Parenting and Kids Speak Out.  Ms. Latimer stated that the elementary schools partnered 

with Jane Folger on the Kids Speak Out program.  The schools supplied poetry and expressions of 

Dr. King that are on display in the Children’s Room.  School librarians and families were invited.  

Some children spoke about their poetry.   Ms. Bostic was a panelist on the Post-Election Parenting 

program.  The other panelists were Joy Peskin, Editorial Director of Farrar Straus Giroux Books for 

Young Readers, Annmarie Maini, the Director of the South Orange County Day School and a member 

of the SOMA school board, and local writer Doreen Oliver.  The program was a discussion about 

ways to talk with children of all ages about important issues. 

 Two of the three open positions at the Library have been filled.  Mary Esquivel is the new 

Library Assistant at the adult circulation desk, and Rachael Robson will start on February 27th as the 

Children’s Librarian at Hilton.  She is in the process of getting her MLS.  An offer has been made to 

a candidate for the Children’s Librarian at the Main Library, but it has not been finalized. 

 

 4.  Treasurer’s Report 

 Tabled until Mr. Huemer arrives. 
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5.  Presentation of Claims 

 Tabled until Mr. Huemer arrives. 

 

 7.  For Information 

  A.  Conceptual Plan 

  Sage and Coombe met with over 100 people in various constituency groups.  The 

architecture team will meet with the Township Committee on March 2nd and with the Woman’s Club 

on March 3rd.   The Library submitted capital requests totaling $30,000 for cost estimating and 

engineering. 

   

  B.  Ideas Festival 

  Ms. Lester distributed 2017 Ideas Festival flyers.  The Ideas Festival kicks off at The 

Woodland on Saturday, March 18th at 2 p.m. with Khalil Gibran Muhammad in conversation with 

Angie Thomas, author of The Hate U Give.    [words] book store will be selling her book and she will 

sign copies at the event.  The Ideas Festival closes on Saturday, April 1st with Pamela Erens receiving 

the Maplewood Literacy Award at the Main Library at 2 p.m.  Mayor DeLuca will proclaim April 1st 

as Pamela Erens Day.   

 

 8.  For Discussion 

  A.  MMS and/or CHS Student Representative to the Library Board of Trustees 

  Teen Librarian, Emily Witkowski, suggested inviting one student from Maplewood 

Middle School and one student from Columbia High School to sit in on the Library Board of Trustee 

Meetings on alternate dates.  They can participate in the meeting but will not able to vote or be present 

in closed sessions.  Members of the school staff have identified a student from MMS and CHS as 

being interested.  The Mayor suggested calling them liaisons, not members of the Board since they 

will be appointed by a third party.  

 

 9.  For Action 

  A.  Resolution to Accept Filing of Audit Corrective Action Plan for 2015 Audit 

  Mayor DeLuca moved to accept the filing of the audit corrective action plan, Ms. 

Carter seconded and the motion carried.    

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  B.  Pay-to-Play Resolution – Baker & Taylor 

  Mayor DeLuca moved to accept the resolution authorizing the award of a non-fair and 

open contract to Baker & Taylor for the purchase of library materials, Ms. Buchanan seconded and 

the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  C.  Meeting Room Policy 

   The meeting rooms are in high demand especially with all of the political groups that 

have started up recently.  For a Maplewood registered 501(c)3 non-profit, meeting rooms are free to 

use.  When a non-registered Maplewood non-profit such as a mother’s group wants to use a meeting 

room, they may use a room for a fee.  There are a lot of Maplewood non-registered non-profits.  All 

meetings must be free and open to the public. There was a discussion about which groups should be 
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charged and which groups should not.    Changes to the current policy would be to receive payment 

seven days in advance of the meeting date and limiting the number months in advance rooms can be 

booked.  The Woodland, DeHart Center, and Burgdorff Center all have fee schedules in place.  The 

Library should look into the ordinance that those buildings follow for fees.  The idea of asking non-

profits for a contribution for use of a meeting room was raised.  Specifically, those groups that use 

the Library once per month for free.  A final decision was not made and a vote was not taken. 

 

  D.  Hot Spot Policy 

  The Library has eleven hot spots that may be borrowed for a 3-month period by patrons 

who do not have internet service at home.  The intent is home use so a family can utilize it.  An adult 

over the age of 18 has to sign a user agreement.  This is a pilot program.  Ms. Carter asked if the 

Library could collect positive feedback from hot spot borrowers.  Mr. Huemer moved to accept the 

Hot Spot Policy, Ms. Purdon seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  E.  2017 Salary Increase for Non-Contractual Staff 

  This item was discussed in closed session at the January 18, 2017 Library Board 

meeting.  Mr. Huemer moved to give Ms. Lester a 2% salary increase and Ms. Goldfine a 2% salary 

increase plus a $1,000 salary adjustment.   Mayor DeLuca seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

 4.  Treasurer’s Report 

 Ms. Lester learned at the Township budget hearing on January 28th that the Library’s overtime 

and health & dental budget lines were reduced.   

 Dr. McCaffrey asked if some of the Pribramska Fund could be invested in the Cumberland 

account.  Mr. Huemer will look into that.   

 The January Treasurer’s Report was placed on file subject to audit.   Mr. Huemer moved to 

accept the January Treasurer’s report, Ms. Buchanan seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

  

 5.  Presentation of Claims 

 Mr. Huemer presented the claims to January 18, 2017.  They totaled $35,904.72.  Mr. Huemer 

moved that the claims be paid.  Ms. Buchanan seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 11. New Business 

 Mr. Huemer shared on a suggestion to post a notice of future meetings with the architects 

listing dates, times and locations. 

 

 12. Public Comment/Open Discussion 

 There was none. 
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  14.  Adjournment 

  There being no further business, Ms. Purdon moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m., Ms. 

Buchanan seconded and the motion carried. 
 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Carter, DeLuca, Huemer, Latimer, McCaffrey, and Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

        Deborah Purdon 

        Secretary 


