
 

 

Minutes Maplewood Memorial Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

April 10, 2019 

 

 The April 10, 2019 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Maplewood Memorial Library was 

called to order by President McCaffrey at 7:31 p.m.  She read:  “Pursuant to Section 3, Chapter 231, 

Public Law 1975…adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by posting and 

maintaining the annual notice of regular meetings on the Main Library Bulletin Board, and the office 

of the Municipal Clerk mailing the annual notice of this meeting to the Star Ledger and the News 

Record.” 
 

 1.  Roll Call  

 Present were: S. Cuttle [arrived during meeting], Mayor DeLuca, Ms. Latimer, Dr. 

McCaffrey, and Ms. Purdon.   Ms. Bostic, Ms. Buchanan, Mr. Huemer, and Mr. Ladd were absent.  

Also present:  Ms. Lester, Director, Laura Nial of the Friends of the Library, and Irene Langlois of 

the Library staff. 

  

 2.  Minutes 

 Tabled until a quorum was present.  
 

 3.  Public Comment 

 Laura Nial stated that she was happy to hear the Library is holding a “Welcome to 

Maplewood” event on April 30.  She added that the Friends are collecting donated books through 

April 13 and the book sale is on April 27 and 28.  

  

 4.  Report of the Library Director 

 Ms. Lester’s March Report was placed on file.  In addition to many programs and the Ideas 

Festival starting, circulation was up 5% and e-circ was up 35%.   The RDIF tagging is complete at 

the Main Library.  Irene Langlois stated that the Hilton Branch has finished tagging children’s picture 

books and they are half-way through children’s non-fiction books.  Ms. Latimer reported that the 

school and public librarians collaborated at the Main Library to work on the summer reading lists and 

to ensure the public libraries have the titles available during the summer.  There are new signs in the 

Teen Zone that are photographs of some of the students who come into the Library.  The next session 

of ESL started this week at the Hilton Branch.  There are 29 people enrolled in Level 1 and 24 in 

Level 2. 

 

  5.  Treasurer’s Report   

 Tabled until a quorum was present.  

 

 6.  Presentation of Claims   

 Tabled until a quorum was present.  

 

 7.  For Information 

  A.  Library Foundation Update 

  Ellen Davenport or Ben Cohen of the Library Foundation will attend the May 15 Board 

Meeting to report on the status of the capital campaign.  The Foundation’s new website is up and 

running.  Vicki Bixel met with the Friends’ Board members on Monday, April 8, and she has met 

with almost all of the Library Trustees.  A presentation of the Foundation’s website followed.  On 

Friday, June 7 and Saturday, June 8, the Maplewood/South Orange Book Festival will take place in 
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The Woodland.  All the proceeds from the opening night (June 7) will be split evenly between the 

Maplewood Library and South Orange Library.   Tickets can be purchased here . 

 

  B.  Library Website 

  Ms. Lester presented the Library’s new website that will go live on May 1.  She 

showed the Trustees some of the features that are not available on the current website.  Chad Hunt 

took all the photographs for the new website.  The new Library logo has gotten a lot of great feedback.   

 

  C.  Ideas Festival Review 

  This year, the presenters were very appreciative.  They all commented on how much 

they enjoyed being invited.  About 200 people attended Makers Day at the Hilton Branch.  There 

were eight different stations.  All of the events that followed went very well.  By boosting the events 

on Facebook, 5,415 people were reached from March 13 through April 9 which is a 42% increase 

from the previous month.  Ms. Lester thanked the Ideas Festival staff:  Irene, Joanne, Robyn, Amanda, 

Jane, Robert, Emily, Shivam, Evan, and the entire staff for making this a successful event.  The quality 

of the sound system was discussed, and wireless hand-held mics will be purchased.  [S. Cuttle 

arrived.]  

 

 2.  Minutes 

 As a quorum was now present, Ms. Purdon moved the minutes of the February 20, 2019 

meeting, S. Cuttle seconded and the motion carried with Mayor DeLuca abstaining, as he was not 

present at that meeting. 

 

 Ayes:  Cuttle, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 Abstain:  DeLuca  

 

 6.  Treasurers Reports 

 The March Treasurer’s Report was placed on file subject to audit.   Mayor DeLuca moved to 

accept the March Treasurer’s report.  Ms. Purdon seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Cuttle, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 7.  Claims 

 The claims to March 20, 2019 totaled $55,226.83.  Mayor DeLuca moved that the claims be 

paid.  Ms. Latimer seconded and the motion carried. 
 

 Ayes:  Cuttle, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 8.  For Action 

 

A.  Student Page Positions 

  There are six high school senior Pages that will be leaving this summer.  Ms. Lester 

asked for the Board’s approval to hire six replacement Pages during the summer.  S. Cuttle moved to 

approve hiring six Pages, Ms. Latimer seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Cuttle, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-eve-ensler-tickets-59669444916
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  Nays:  None 

 

B.  Gift of Rainbow Crosswalk Photo 

  Photographer, Chad Hunt, would like to donate the framed rainbow crosswalk photo 

that was on display during the Ideas Festival to the Library.  Mayor DeLuca moved to accept the gift 

of the rainbow crosswalk photo, Ms. Latimer seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Cuttle, DeLuca, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

 7. D.  Summer Reading Program 

  The theme of this year’s summer reading program is, “Universe of Stories.”  It will 

start around the time school lets out for summer.  The kick-off, “Hello Summer,” will be at the Hilton 

Branch.  As part of the summer reading program, the Library would like to invite back Drag Queen 

Storytime because it was so successful last year.  The Trustees agreed to bring back Drag Queen 

Storytime.  

 

  E.  BCCLS Delivery Update 

  BCCLS delivery will start in June.  BCCLS is hiring the drivers and has a warehouse.  

They will get things up and working before taking over delivery from the state. The delivery will take 

place early in the morning which will improve the workflow. 

 

  F.  Book Festival – Benefit for Library Foundation 

  This was discussed in item 7.A. 

  

 10.  New Business 

 Mayor DeLuca spoke to the governor last week about the Library Bond issue.  Governor 

Murphy said he did not know the status, but his staff is still projecting to get something out by the 

end of April.  On Saturday, April 6, the Mayor spoke to the Senate President and the Minority Leader 

of the Assembly, and they are aware of the delay.  The information the Mayor received is that the 

Murphy administration is concerned about equity.  They want to make sure that the under resourced 

libraries have a chance at this money and not just the wealthier towns.   The Mayor received a call 

Monday night from the governor’s office stating that they recognize how important this is to 

Maplewood, and Mayor DeLuca will be the first one they call when the regulations are out.  There is 

still going to be a 30-day review.   Hopefully, the applications will be available over the summer.   

 Ms. Lester thanked the Friends of the Library for giving the Library over $20,000 for programs 

and services.   

 Hilton’s 60th anniversary party is from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on June 1.  Cathy McCoy Bristol’s art 

will be on display.  The Amish Internet band will play at the gazebo.  There will be a storytime and 

maker project.  The Springfield Avenue Partnership has put out an RFP for a new mural on the front 

of the Hilton Branch with theme being connections.  [Mayor DeLuca left.] 

 The Trustees were reminded to file their disclosure statements. 

 Ms. Purdon sent out links of articles on libraries.  The New York Review article has a lot of 

useful wording and can be read here.  Libraries are getting a lot of love right now.   

 

 11. Public Comment/Open Discussion 

 Laura Nial said the Ideas Festival was terrific. She added, “It is always interesting what you 

learn.  Everything was enjoyable.  Nice job by all the staff.  It’s a lot of work.” 

 

https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2019/04/18/in-praise-of-public-libraries/
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 14.  Adjournment 

 There being no further business, Ms. Purdon moved to adjourn at 8:09 p.m.  Ms. Latimer 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Cuttle, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

        Monique Bostic 

        Secretary 


