
 

Minutes Maplewood Memorial Library 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

May 15, 2019 

 

 The May 15, 2019 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Maplewood Memorial Library was 

called to order by President McCaffrey at 7:52 p.m.  She read:  “Pursuant to Section 3, Chapter 231, 

Public Law 1975…adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by posting and 

maintaining the annual notice of regular meetings on the Main Library Bulletin Board, and the office 

of the Municipal Clerk mailing the annual notice of this meeting to the Star Ledger and the News 

Record.” 
 

 1.  Roll Call  

 Present were: Ms. Bostic, Ms. Buchanan, S. Cuttle, Mayor DeLuca, Mr. Huemer, Mr. Ladd, 

Ms. Latimer, Dr. McCaffrey, and Ms. Purdon.  Also present:  Ms. Lester, Director, Laura Nial of the 

Friends of the Library, and Irene Vershinin of the Library staff. 

  

 2.  Minutes 

 Mr. Huemer moved the minutes of the April 10, 2019 meeting, Mr. Ladd seconded and the 

motion carried with Ms. Bostic, Ms. Buchanan, and Mr. Huemer abstaining, as they were not present 

at that meeting. 
 

 Ayes:  Cuttle, DeLuca, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 Abstain:  Bostic, Buchanan, Huemer 

 

 3.  Public Comment 

 Laura Nial stated that the “Welcome to Maplewood” event on April 30 was very well done.  

She felt it was worthwhile and hopes it continues.  People that attended seemed very interested in the 

Library Foundation.   The Friends Bag-of-Books weekend is on July 13 and July 14, coinciding with 

Maplewoodstock.  

  

 4.  Report of the Library Director 

 Ms. Lester’s April Report was placed on file.  She added that the month started with the Ideas 

Festival events that were well attended.  The Friends held their annual luncheon for the staff that is 

always very enjoyable and comes at a great time after we have done a lot of work throughout the 

winter.  Everything the Friends have done for the Library is greatly appreciated.   The Library website 

is now live.  Any comments/corrections should be sent to Ms. Lester.  The public has responded 

favorably to both the website and new logo.  The NJ State Library, ALA, and Maplewood residents 

have also responded favorably.  Ms. Lester received a call from Jeffrey Trzeciak, Newark Public 

Library Director.  He called to thank Shannon Cuttle and Dean Dafis for attending the opening of 

their LGBTQ center.  The Library staff participated in the Achieve Maker Day at Columbia High 

School with over 300 kids coming to the Library table.   All staff took a 3-hour course on working 

with people experiencing homelessness, providing welcoming spaces, and basic public service skills.  

http://www.homelesslibrary.com/ 

 

  5.  Treasurer’s Report   

 The April Treasurer’s Report was placed on file subject to audit.   Mr. Huemer moved to 

accept the April Treasurer’s report.  Ms. Buchanan seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

http://www.homelesslibrary.com/
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 6.  Presentation of Claims   

 The claims to May 15, 2019 totaled $44,755.84.  Mr. Huemer moved that the claims be paid.  

Ms. Buchanan seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 7.  For Information 

  A.  Library Construction Bond Update 

  The Library Construction Bond appears to be moving forward.  Tentatively, the 

regulations will be published mid-June, and the grant will be released late September.  The grants will 

be awarded around February 2020.  If anything is held up, it will be delayed a month.  Following the 

awards, the legislature has to approve it.  After that, the funds will be disbursed.  All libraries received 

an email asking if they were going to submit an application and describe their project.   On May 16, 

the state librarian is meeting with librarians throughout the state along with the President of Thomas 

Edison State University in Trenton.  Ms. Lester was invited to attend this meeting regarding the 

construction bond and other issues in New Jersey.   

  Mayor DeLuca received information back from the governor’s office stating the same 

information.  Part of the reason the survey is being conducted is to get a sense of how much money 

is being requested.  That will determine whether the state puts caps on the amounts being awarded.  

The state is trying to make sure there is equity in the disbursement.  Mayor DeLuca attended a meeting 

of the Essex County Improvement Authority.  Because of their higher bond rating, they can borrow 

at a lower interest rate. They are willing to work with towns to purchase equipment, not pay for 

construction.   

 

  B.  Hilton Anniversary Party – June 1 

  Hilton’s 60th Anniversary is being celebrated on Saturday, June 1 from 10 a.m. – 2 

p.m.  The Mayor is speaking at 1:30 p.m.  There will be cake, a band, and a full schedule of events.  

Franck Goldberg’s reception follows at the Main Library at 3 p.m. on the same day. 

 

  C.  Library Foundation Update 

  Library President, Ben Cohen disbursed copies of the handout of the Foundation’s 

case for support and capital campaign that they are calling, “Writing a New Story.”  The Trustees 

received a memo from Vicki Bixel with information regarding the campaign progress.  Funds received 

and confirmed pledges total close to $750,000.  Much of this has come from Library Board members, 

Foundation Board members, the Friends of the Library, and the Library staff.  It is the Foundation’s 

hope to reach $1,000,000 before going out to the public.   Some of the campaign material including 

the handout is on the Foundation’s website: www.maplewoodlibraryfoundation.org .  Heather Kern 

designed the Foundation’s new logo which is similar to the Library’s.    Ellen Davenport and Vicki 

met with the Chamber of Commerce on May 7.  They intend to meet with the Maplewood Village 

Alliance and the Springfield Avenue Partnership.  The state has been moving slowly on the library 

construction bond.  As a result, it is costing the Foundation more money to retain a consultant.  Ellen 

Davenport has been in touch with some legislators.   The Foundation is optimistic that they can get 

100% support from the business community.  The Foundation has identified and will start cultivating 

individuals who are people of means and philanthropically inclined in town.  The goal is to meet with 

5-7 people each month.  There are sub-committees on the Foundation Board for receptions, cocktail 

parties, neighborhood events, etc. to assist with the fundraising.   Mr. Cohen went over the 

Foundation’s gifting policy.  The Foundation Board has reviewed and is ready to approve this policy.  

http://www.maplewoodlibraryfoundation.org/
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After a discussion, it was agreed that the naming policy would only apply to the building program 

and not other aspects of the library.  The Library Board will suggest amendments to the policy and 

submit them to the Foundation. 

   

  D.  Library Website 

  The new website is up.  Feedback should be submitted to Sarah Lester. 

 

  E.  Summer Reading Program 

  This year’s theme is “A Universe of Stories.”  The kick-off is at the Hilton Branch on 

Friday, June 21st.  Ms. Latimer stated that she is waiting for the school district approval of the summer 

reading list.  Mr. Huemer moved to open the Hilton Branch on Friday, June 21, S. Cuttle seconded 

and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

  F.  Book Festival – Benefit for Library Foundation 

  June 7th is a fundraiser for both the Maplewood and South Orange Public Libraries at 

The Woodland starting at 7:30 p.m. 

  

 8.  For Action 

A.  Gift and naming Acceptance Policy 

  Mayor DeLuca will revise the policy, have the Township Attorney, Roger Desiderio, 

look at it, and bring it back to the June Library Board Meeting.   

   

B.  Page Positions – Hilton Branch Library 

  Ms. Lester requested hiring three Pages at the Hilton Branch to replace three Pages 

that are graduating and leaving.  Mr. Huemer moved to hire up to three Pages at the Hilton Branch, 

Mr. Ladd seconded and the motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

C.  Cancel August Meeting 

  Mr. Huemer moved to cancel the August meeting, Ms. Buchanan seconded and the 

motion carried. 

 

  Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

  Nays:  None 

 

 9.  New Business 

 S. Cuttle reported that the equality march will be on June 2nd starting at Ricalton Square.  

SOMA Youth Pride and Family Picnic will be held on that afternoon at the Springfield Avenue 

gazebo.  The picnic is from 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. and all are invited.  The North Jersey Pride Festival will 

be held on June 9th in Memorial Park from 12 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

 Mayor DeLuca announced that participatory budgeting is new this year.  The Town has 

allocated $50,000 and has solicited 22 projects.  Twenty-one projects met the criteria.  Voting is from 

May 15 through the end of the month.  You can vote once for up to two projects.  You can vote online 

or at the Library.  Both branches have ballots. 
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 10. Public Comment/Open Discussion 

 There was none. 

 

 11.  Adjournment 

 There being no further business, Mr. Huemer moved to adjourn at 8:49 p.m., Mr. Ladd 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Ayes:  Bostic, Buchanan, Cuttle, DeLuca, Huemer, Ladd, Latimer, McCaffrey, Purdon 

 Nays:  None 

 

 

  

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

        Monique Bostic 

        Secretary 


